| FEATURE

ROZYCKI
HILTNER

SEEING LIFE
THROUGH ART ONE
STITCH AT A TIME
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In her second-story studio a stone’s throw from Rock Creek in &
span of forest outside of Red Lodge, 36-year-old Maggy Rozycki B ‘-
uses a traditional craft—embroidery—to put forth fresh, thes
provoking ideas about social mores, self-expression and the e
landscapes of relationships, memory, childhood and pare
Maggy's images, often montages of her own handwork
vintage textiles she has found in antiques stores around the cos
are hand-stitched in exquisite detail using lush, happy colors.
makes her artwork so striking, so unusual, is the ironic conts .
its beauty with its subversive undertone and its sometimes unse ;
social commentary. Maggy's usual protagonists of choig '
Dick and Jane-like characters who, at first glance, appear bs
immersed in play, but upon closer inspection are acting o
moments of isolation, fear, and anger that most of us recall §
childhood. In one vignette, her cute characters are plays
disturbingly vicious game of tug-ofwar. In another, entitled
Monsanto Twins Try a Little Genetic Engineering,” two boys,
cute and innocent at first glance, wave “gene guns” at one ane
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“Even though my art features
Idren acting out the scenes, it isn’t
st about children,” Maggy says. “Dick
id Jane and all of their friends are
wstly stand-ins for me and sometimes
folks. Interpersonal relationships

1 be challenging at any age. With my
% I'm recalling stories and feelings
my past, stories I've heard from
fhers, and situations that come up
sday and I am trying to convey them
» the universal language of American

sch. As a child, I had wonderful
; and times that weren’t so fun.
stists try to look at things as honestly
possible and celebrate all of it. ”
Many of the stories Maggy recalls
place in suburban Phoenixville,
: lvania where she grew up.
fier  high school, Maggy studied
at Syracuse University where she
majored in sculpture, but spent much
- my time in the Fibers Department.”
hat's where she met her husband,
vid Hiltmer, a graduate student in

amics at the time. After completing

eir degrees, she and David went
; Syracuse to Powell, Wyoming,
ere David taught ceramics for a year
£fore moving on to head the Ceramics
department at Wichita State University
B Ransas. In Wichita, Maggy taught for
organization called Arts Partners,
porking with K-12 classroom teachers
teach their curriculum through
guilting. In 2005 , David left his tenure-
wrack teaching position at Wichita State
snd the couple moved to Red Lodge

o establish the bustling Red Lodge
Ulay Center, which features a residency
am,  workshops,  community
classes and an impressive gallery of
work by natonallyknown  artists.
During the couple’s time in Powell
md Wichita, Maggy was deeply involved
exploring her work. Looking back,
¢ sees that the pieces she created in
fose communities not only reflect
evolution as an artist, but also
#ifer some insight into the history
md culture of each place. During this
fme, Maggy integrated the textiles she
ollected from thrift stores and antiques
Hops in Powell and Wichita into her
ork. In Powell and the surrounding
€a, she [ound the textiles of the
somesteaders: petticoats, white lace,
2d gloves and doilies. The work that
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. Pickle Barrel

f‘_'; Buy 10 Half Sandwiches and Get One Free E1»

All of our sandwiches are large and made to order with bread baked daily and

5” Longer i
3x Heavier
2x the Flavor il
2x the Diameter

3x the Ingredients
3x Classic Billings '
FREE PICKLES!!!

Sandwich

fresh ingredients prepared daily. Customers come back year after year even after
moving to other states. They bring their families and friends to experience a Pickle

Barrel sandwich. The best sandwich in Montana for over 30 years!

resulted was

mostly white-on-white
and somewhat abstract in its ideas
and imagery. In Kansas, her textile
collection overflowed with colorful
Midwestern kitsch: dancing teapots,
dishwashing kittens and vibrant flowers.
This is when Maggy developed her Dick
and Jane-like characters, as well as her
collage techniques. ITn Montana, she has
continued to hunt for brightly colored
housechold embroidery in antique
shops and thrift stores, and Western
iconography-horses, cowboys and the
like—is now making its way into her work.

Because of her unique and head-

turning style, Maggy’s work has been
exhibited in New York, Los Angeles
and many cities between the two, and
has garnered attention from critics and
writers from many national publications,
including in the New York Times.
This summer, the prestigious Textile
Museum in Washington, DC featured
Maggy’s work as a part of a show entitled
“Green: The Color and the Cause.” Of
the show, she says, she is “absolutely
honored to be included,” and finds
herself compelled to “work harder to
earn a part in the rich history of textiles.”

As the mother of two girls, Maggy
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says her 8- and 3-year-old daughters are
~always a source of inspiration for her
- work. “These kids of mine are areminder
of the extremes of human emotion
‘and feeling. Adults are so polite. My
‘daughter can be kissing me up one
~minute and screaming in fury moments
Mater... I guess [ feel that way sometimes

0 be quiet. Maybe we just have a teensy
bit more self-control. But to feel with
the intensity that children do, that
s enviable. I'm glad to have my art to
express and explore these ideas in.”
She explores the challenges of being
‘2 mom in her humorous Mad Mom
series. Topping a finely stitched image
‘of a 1950s-style housewife with a roughly
stitched head inspired by a child’s
drawing, she reveals the feelings inside
the idealized image of a homemaker.
iltner says, “I especially love a Mad
Mom with angry eyebrows and a smile.
‘We've all been there, gritting our teeth
and trying to keep it all together.”
On balancing work and family,
‘Magoy describes the conflict many
us experience: “As a mom, I feel
guilty when I'm in my studio—I
should be with my kids—and guilty
en I'm with my kids—I should be
in my studio. I would love to shed that
ilt! [ do want to make sure to be an
example to my girls that I'm an artist
and a professional as well as a mom.”
Despite the challenges Maggy faces

in trying to balance art and mothering,
she manages to bring these two strands
‘of her life together nearly every day and
in many ways. At the country school her
«children attend outside of Red Lodge,
for example, she coordinated the art
program for preschool through 4th
ade for several years. This involved
jﬂanning the curriculum, supplying the
materials and teaching every week of
the school year. This year she is working
with the school to expand and support
an arts program to ensure the availability
‘ofvisual art, music and foreign language
insiruction for all of the school’s
students for perpetuity. At home,
she and her girls are nearly constantly
‘creating, whether they are making
homemade birthday party invitations,
decorating cupcakes or drawing images
that may someday end up depicted in
one of Maggy's fantastic embroideries.

Sometimes it’s hard ro feel like a winner
when your life is full of obstacles. Our
state-of-the-art treatment for alcohol or
other drug problems addresses the real
issues behind these substances and
will steer you in the right direction.
Make the first move and call
Rimrock Foundation.

Call 248-3175 today.

WHERE NEW BEGINNINGS START EVERY DJIKY

1231 N 29th St. Billings, MT 59101 *(800)227-3953 ¢ www.rimrock.org

I
and we knaw that.'.-

‘we can help you the
entire time from
start to finish?

406-256-8366
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WOMEN'S HEALTH AND WELLNESS
s | DN Therapy

» Female Gynecologic Exams

o Preventative Care

HORMONE REPLACEMENT THERAPY
« Traditional and Bioidentical options
CONTRACEPTION -
« Personalized Counseling I]l
e Implanon®, Mirena® IUD, ParaGard® IUD
TEEN HEALTH & WELLNESS
o Teen Gynecologic Exams {
« Education, Prevention & Contraception

» Acne Treatment

SPORTS, CAMP, SCHOOL PHYP’lCAI.S

GARDASIL® VACCINE | { k y)
» Teen and Adult HPV vaccine series | i
BOTOX® AND JUVEDERM®

GENITYTE® INFRARED LIGHT T\EATME .:g-:'
e For Urinary Incontinence, Rectal Incontinence, v @
Vaginal Prolapse and Low Back Pain
LASER SERVICES
« Skin Tightening, Hair Removal,
Fotofacial®, IPL, Face and Leg Veins, Scars, Rosacea
AESTHETICIAN SERVICES 7
= European Facials, Exfoliation, /
Skin Treatment Masks, Customized Eyebrow Care |
COLORESCIENCE® MAKEUP

NATURAL PERMANENT MAKEUP /—\
o Lash Enhancement, )
Brow Enhancement,

Lip Enhancement,
Aereola Enhancement

GM COLLIN® & OBAGI® SKINCARE
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SHILOH MEDICAL CLINIC

1655 SHILOH RD ¢ SUITEE » BILLINGS
(406) 252-0022 + 866-252-0022

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY!
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In Montana, Maggy's work can be found at Tart in
Bozeman, Toucan Gallery in Billings and Turman
Larison Contemporary in Helena. Her work can
also be viewed online at: www.maggyrhiltner.com

We Clean For YOU!

RESIDENTIAL = COMMERCIAL
BONDED ¢ INSUREC
REGULAR » ONE TIME » MOVE Ins/0u:

Ca" us tnday'

248 3866

For more info visit
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